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Deleuze and the question of Democracy

Abstract

The term “democracy” originates from ancient Greek philosophical and political
thought in Athens during antiquity. The word implies in classical antiquity “the
rule of common people”, given the fact that “demos” means “common people”
and “Kratos” means “rule”. In the 18" century in western Europe, this system of
thought developed in away that it liberated people from political, ideological,
and religious dogmas. It, thus, became one of the main ingredients of western
modernity. Contrary to this westernized view of democracy. Gilles Deleuze’s
philosophy appears as a distinct post- modern modality of thought. In this paper,
| address Deleuze’s critiqgue of existing systems of thought to show that
democracy, for Deleuze, does not mean the new westernized conception, but in
reality it is the system of thought that values difference and admits the
importance of creativity and innovations promulgated by illicity banned creative
elites.
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